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made. In about 1855 he wrote his first play, Paduma. In the next
year the two brothers, the king and the prince, quarrelled, and
when the misunderstanding had been explained, U Pon Nya
was ordered to write a play to celebrate the occasion, and The
Water-seller was composed and presented. As reward, the kins:
appointed him chief court-poet and created him lord of Ywazi
village. He would have been made a ruling chief or official had he
not been born with a crippled arm, because a man born with any
defect in his limbs could not become a member of the ruling class.
U Pon Nya took part in various court intrigues. Most of his plays
had some hidden meaning that concerned the court, and they played
an important part in the plots and counter-plots to decide who was
to be heir, for though Kanaung was officially the heir, the king's sons
did not accept him.

In 1865 Myingun and Myingondaing, two of the king's sons,
decided to make a bid for the throne. They consulted U Pon Nya
as to the most suitable time as foretold by the stars, and the poet
told them that the next day at noon was the luckiest time for the
rebellion. This connivance in a rebellion against his king and his
master, Prince Kanaung, was a very disloyal and ungrateful act,
because the fiery temper of the two princes was well known, and it
was plain from the beginning that the rebellious sons intended to put
to death at once their own father, and their uncle, who also happened
to be the father-in-law of Myingun. U Pon Nya defended himself
later by saying that he was compelled to give his opinion as to the most
suitable time, because he was threatened with certain death. But he did
*iot inform the king of the plot when the princes had left after
promising him the highest rank of nobility; and though he might
have been threatened with death at the beginning, he seemed to
have been well content with the promised reward and quietly left
the capital that night. The next day at noon, the rebellion broke
oat. The courts of justice where the crown prince and the wisest
in the land were sitting in session were attacked, and the palace
raided. The king escaped, but the crown prince and his fellow-
judges were killed. The rebellion was put down the same after-
noon, but by then the flower of the court and the nobility had
perished. The two rebels escaped, Myingondaing to die of fever at
.Rangoon, and Myingun to retirement in French Indo-China, U Pon
Nya was arrested and tried on a charge of treason by the king
himself^ and though a sentence of death was clearly deserved,